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December 22, 2021
Dear Friends,
After careful consideration by the Task Group that has been charged with the responsibility of making
recommendations to Council during the pandemic, and Council's approval last evening of the most
recent recommendations, the decision has been made to return to on-line worship only for the
foreseeable future.
As well, the church building will remain closed and the staff team and I, have been asked to work
from home as much as possible. There will be exceptions such as: streaming Sunday worship, which
will again be limited to the worship leadership team, including soloists, readers and our faithful AV
teams; access to materials for CYF activities; and church administration pieces as needed. All other
activities, including Kidsown and Choir Practice, are being suspended and routine meetings will
continue to be exclusively on-line as well.
In terms of the Book Fair, the Book Drop will open on January 7th as previously planned and
advertised. Bob Chanter, along with the staff team and I, have offered to retrieve the donated books and
place them in the hall when we are at the premises, so please drop off your books as planned! The
culling of books will resume as soon as restrictions allow.
While I suspect these actions will not come as a surprise, as the rate of transmission and its rapid
growth across the country is well reported, it is certainly disappointing and discouraging news in a time
of increased uncertainty. What we do know however, are the benefits that increased vaccination,
including booster shots as appointments become available alongside with our well-honed habits of
social distancing, wearing a mask and rigorous attention to hand-washing all provide. I encourage you
to engage in all of these as you are able, and as your own personal circumstances allow.
This is another Christmas that will not be quite as was imagined, even just a few short weeks ago. The
time of gathering together in church and in our homes, travelling across the city, the country and the
world all continue to look different - if possible at all. Reach out to one another, to your friends and
families and through it all, know that you are tethered together in this community of faith, and together,
through a phone call, an email, a quick note, and loving prayers, are part of sending and receiving that
wonderful message that We Are Not Alone.
Be well. Stay Safe. And may the blessings of the Season and the possibility that comes with the dawn
of a New Year, bring you peace.

In Christ,

Cindy
Reverend Cindy M. Casey, MDiv, B.A, FLE
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