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          June 19, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

As we enter into week fifteen of restrictions for gathering, practices of handwashing, and social 
distance, much of which has led to a deep sense of isolation and increased vulnerability, there is 
no doubt that you are eager to return to some semblance of life before COVID19.  And while I am 
sure equal amounts of fear and excitement ran through your bodies last Monday when Premier 
Ford made his announcement that churches would be open, Brian Linkletter, your Chair of 
Council, and I, as your Minister, want to assure you that we are carefully considering our way 
forward. 

To that end, we recognize the importance of adhering to the recommendations of the General 
Council Office of the United Church, as well as those given to us by our UCC Eastern Ontario 
Outaouais Regional Council Executive as we begin the discussions on the feasibility of resuming 
worship prior to a vaccine being found, as well as all the various protections and procedures that 
will need to be in place when the time comes for reopening.   

The premise undergirding our discussions are three-fold:  First, we recognize that while we 
worship on Sunday morning at 10:00 AM, the ministry and work of the church carries on seven 
days a week; Secondly, we are aware that at least 50% of our worshipping community falls into 
the age demographic that is being asked to refrain from in-person worship until a vaccine has 
been developed and distributed; and lastly, with a definite sense of sadness, we acknowledge 
that the pandemic has not ended – COVID19 is far from over. 

As a result of considering numerous reports and recommendations and identifying those pieces 
that are most essential to us a church, within the United Church of Canada, and more specifically 
within the City of Ottawa we have decided that:   

 In-person worship will not resume before Thanksgiving 2020, and that potential date will 
be reconsidered at our September meeting of Council based on the current reality at that 
time including the impact of a second wave and increased infection rates. This decision 
included considerations such as: 

o inclusivity and our desire to be being able to open the church for in-person 
worship to our whole community, as opposed to only those under a certain age; 

o understanding that while singing from home may feel uncomfortable, it will be far 
more difficult to not be able to sing at all;  

o based on the set-up of our sanctuary, the number of people actually allowed 
inside at any given time would be quite small;  

o and the cost of the necessary cleaning and PPE that would be required. 
 

 A task group has been set-up to consider all the moving parts of church life including, but 
not limited to fundraising events, rentals, staff considerations, professional cleaning 
services, and cost of PPE.   
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It is also important to remember, that taking these actions while postponing in-person worship, 
opens-up the opportunity for us to begin Celebrations of Life for those who have passed over the 
past few months.  While the number of people who can enter the church building for funerals will 
still need to be limited, funerals will be able to occur.   

The values of our Community are deeply rooted in caring for one another.  That is our deepest 
goal and most cherished sense of responsibility.  We remain a vibrant, strong and joy-filled 
community through the power of Zoom, and with the power of God.  Hope rings through each 
gathering for Worship, each opportunity to share in alternative forms of Spiritual Expression - 
through Yoga and Meditation; times to share in community through Gathering in Friendship or 
staying for Coffee-Hour after worship; Bible Study, Sophia Circle, Café Nights, Youth Gatherings, 
Choir Gathering and Story Time have kept us connected, helped us feel less isolated, less afraid, 
and encouraged us to tell our stories and share our concerns.   

In these coming days and weeks, many of you will have the opportunity to actually see your 
families and close friends.  I encourage you to do so – but to do so prudently.  Wear your masks, 
keep up the handwashing and remember the stories, so you can share them with the rest of us, 
for whom those days are much further away. 

Stay strong in your friendships, in your community, and in your Faith.  It is not trite to say, we are 

all in this together, not here, because we are a family.  A special family and church that is 

committed to ensuring, We are Not Alone.  Be well my friends. 

 
 

In Christ,      Sincerely, 

 

Cindy      Brian 
  

Reverend Cindy M. Casey, MDiv, B.A, FLE   Brian Linkletter, Chair of Council 
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